
Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television. electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag I' I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays. and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expenswe and less valuable 

In addition. I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie. send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexible. and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture IS hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television. I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Mike Walker 
507 Trinity 
Austin. TX 78701 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast televlsion, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital telemion transition rehes on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buylng 
digital television equipment. That transition will he far more palatable to me as a consumer If switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fan-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it mto a home movie; send an emall chp of my 
childs football game to a distant relahve; or record a lV program onto a DVD and play it at my friends 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove t h s  control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to dwta l  telemion does not make the public's viewng experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compell~ng reason do I have as a mnsumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture IS hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. A s  a cihzen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast fleg. 

I hope the FCC has the courage and responsibility to stand against this effort to take away the rights of 
consumers. I know that m my case, If the programming I now watch had the "broadcast flag" on, I would 
probably only be able to watch I/Z to 1/3 of the programming I currently do; perhaps less. I take care of a 
handicapped person at home, and being able to time-shift shows is a great asset, since much of the care 
mvolves being "on call" for help and assistance as needed. Also, I don't know who schedules the shows on the 
networks (broadcast and cable / satellite) but I always find that there are 2 ,3 ,  or 4 shows I like on all at the 
same m e .  I have had to have two VCRS recording, and watchmg the 3rd show on TV, at hmes, and at other 
times (sometimes even whole nights) there IS ahsolutely nothing which interests me at all (then I can watch 
something on tape). I've seen online news articles about how much Chairman Powell likes his TiVo; I hope 
he preserves the opp!ortunity for that product to exmt with its current functionality or better, not worse. The 
broadcast flag would definitely be worse. 1 also thmk it would more than likely be defeated by programmers 
on the Internet; look at DVDs and eBooks. Then, the only people who would be denied far-use rights would 
he those law-abiding consumers that can only obtain digital devices that obey the broadcast flag. I hope I 
don't have to tell my kids (which I plan to have about ten years from now) that back In my day, we could 
actually record something, keep it as long as we wanted to for personal use, and maybe even show it to a 
friend if we really liked the show or though it was especially entertaining. 

Sincerely, 

Johnathan Grant 
1407 Schuler Dr. 
Kokomo, IN 46901 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption o f  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of t he  benefits o f  switching to 
and buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more  palatable to  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discarding m y  existing home network, buying new high- 
resolution displays, and finding room for yet another device in m y  living room. Please do not 
allow the  MPAA and i ts  allies to  hinder the  transition by making us buy special-purpose D N  
devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications o f  t he  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, 
and participate. I can record lV to  watch later; clip a small  piece of N and splice it into a 
home movie; send an email  clip of m y  child's football game to  a distant relative; or record a 
N program onto a DVD and play it a t  m y  friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems 
designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If t he  move t o  digital television does not make the  public's viewmg experience more 
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment?A prettier N picture Is hardlyenough reason for m e  tod lspensewi th  a l l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you to promote the  digital transition by opposing the  broadcast 
Rag. 

Sincerely, 

Marc Daniel 
119 e lawrence st 
Mount Vernon, WA 90273 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restnct the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l be far more palatable to  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and findlng room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy speaal-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implicatlons of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV to  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my childs football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play It at my 
fnends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exoting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urqe you to  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Lange 
138A West Atlantic Ave 
Audubon. NJ 08106 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l be far more palatable to  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us b y  spenal-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my childs football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play i t  at  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Caleb Paine 
29056 Wildlife lane 
Brooksville, FL 34602 



Michael Gid- 
12 Barnstable Road 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 

Chairman Mchael K Powell 
Fedenl Communications Commission 
445 12th street. Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear C h a k  Michael K Powell. 

Thousands of Anmican consmrs have already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
“broadcan flag”. I am writing to join them As a user ofopensource software, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will mean I am unable to receive diginl television broadcasts on my computer. 

Adoptmg the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for ”Feded Computer Control” which is outside its 
proper role. It is not the FCC’s place to effectively chmse the soflware licenses or computer operating system 
that consumers must use in order to watch dgital television broadcast on their computers. 

Additionally, adoption ofthe broadcast flag will harm innovation. Many users of opensource software are 
computer programmers and”tmkerers” who work to w o v e  the software. Their contributions and constant 
movation is what makes open-source software able to compete in the marketplace. 

The broadcast flag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
modulators and demodulators, preventing opensource progmmmrs !?om innovatug in field of digml 
commuuiwtions techniques used by television. 

Most Americans assumed that when television becarne digital. viewers would be able to do more with 
television programming, not less Without movative new products and flexibility mthe ways consumers are 
able to watch TV. consumers will be less i n c l d  to invest in the equipment to view digital television. 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adopuon ofdigital television in addition to making it illegal to 
watch digital television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
promote the digital television m i t i o n  by opposing adopuon of the broadcast flag. 

Smwrely, 

Mchael Giddmg 
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Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against t he  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict t he  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of t he  benefits of switching to  
and buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more  palatable to  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high- 
resolution displays, and finding room for yet another device in m y  living room. Please do not 
allow the  MPAA and its allies to  hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices that are more expensive and lessvaluable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the  fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, 
and participate. I can record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a 
home movie; send an email clip of m y  child's football game to a distant relative; or record a 
TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  m y  friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems 
designed to  remove this control and flexibility that  I enjoy. 

If the move to  digital television does not make the  public's viewing experience more 
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me  to  dispense with a l l  my  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital transition by opposing the  broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Kristi L. Dickey 
625 Chase Hammock Road 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
\!lashington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital televlsion transition rehes on conmcing consumem of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wdl be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resoluhon displays, and finding mom 
for yet another device in my hving room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its d ies  to hinder the transition 
by malting us buy special-purpose DTV devlces that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implicntions of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it mto a home movie; send an email chp of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friends 
apartment. The broadcast !lag seems deslgned to remove this conbol and flexibility that 1 enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer lo buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast televlsion, I urge you to promote the d a t a l  transition by 
opposing the broadcast !lag. 

Regards, Tim Holliday 

Sincerely, 

Tim Holliday 
38B Angel1 Court 
Stanford, CA 94305 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new higbresolution dlsplays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice It into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Gradolph 
1714 Brentwood Court 
Hollister, CA 95023 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

As a consumer of broadcast television. electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely conc 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

'ne that 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition. I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify. create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie. send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative. or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexible. and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Marler 
2600 Gracy Farms Ln Apt #633 
Austin, TX 78758 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Charman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, N W  
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Charman Powell, 

I support the position stated below in the following paragraph. Experience has show that 
"protections" don't stop illegal uses (crooks &nY play by the d e s  anyways) and frustrate 
legitimate uses. It would be nice to see the government actually taking the side of the consumer 
and not big business 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electromcs, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adophon of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transibon relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and 
buying digital television equpment. That transition w11 be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if swtching doesn't mean discardng my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable 

In adchhon, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can modi@, create, and 
participate I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie, send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my h e n d s  apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexlbility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense wth all my current 
consumer electromcs and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast televtsion, I 
urge you to promote the dipital transihon by oppssing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Andrews 
186 Farm Street 
Millis, MA 02054 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer producb, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely cc 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

erned thi 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buyng new high-resolution displays, and findng room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making US buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and sphce it mto a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relatwe; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove ths control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not mnke the pubhc's viemng experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling renson do  I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digtal transition by 
opposing the broadeest flag. 

Smcerely, 

Andrew Carra 
2220 W. Homer, Apt. G. 
Chicago, IL 60647 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer produck, I urge the Federal 
Communications Cornmussion to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transihon will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switchmg 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and findmg room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hnder  the transition 
by making us buy speed-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use imphcations of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch Mer; clip a small piece of TV and splice it mto a home mone; send an  emad clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friends 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove ths control and fleabllity that I enjoy. 

If the move to dlgital televlsion does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast televlsion, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposmg the broadcast !lag. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Comisky 
1732 W Rascher Ave 
Chicago, 1L 60640 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enloy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumen of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital teiwialon equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer I switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolutlon displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living mom. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a lV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Sandoval 
6200 colina in. 
Austin, TX 78759 



Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restnct the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to  and buying 
digital telewsion equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new hlgh-resolution dlsplays, and findlng room 
for yet another device in my living rwm. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content .- I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV to  watch later; dip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new digital equipment? A prettier N 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Thank you, 

-Brian Crowe 

Sincerely, 

Brian Crowe 
912 Indiana Ave. 
Sheboygan, WI 53081 



Jeff Johnson 
3512 Trals M Dr. 
Medi i ,  Ohio 44256 

C h a m  Michael K Powell 
Federal Commumcatlons Commission 
4 4 5  12th street, Nw 
Waslungton, D.C. 20554 

k Chauman Michael K Powell 

Thousands of American consumers have already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"broadcast flag". I am writlng to join them As a user ofopensource software, adoption of the broadcast !lag 
will mean I am unable to receive dignl television broadcasts on my computer. 

Adopting the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control" which is outside its 
proper role. It is not the FCCs place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operatmg systems 
that consumers must use in order to watch digital television broadcast on their computers. 

Additionally, adoption of the broadcast flag will harm innovatloa Many users of opensource software are 
computer progammers and "tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Their wnuibutions and constant 
innovation is what makes open-source software able to compete in the marketplace. 

The broadcast flag rule advocated by the WAA will ban open-source implenwxations of VSB and QAh4 
modulators and demodulators, preventing opensource pmgrammrs h m  innovating in field of digital 
communicatmns techqws used by television. 

Most Americans assumed that when television bewme digital, viewers would be able to do more with 
television programrmng, not less. Without innovative new products and flexibility in the ways consumers are 
able to watch 'W, consumers will be less i n c l d  to invest in the equipment to view digital television. 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digital television m additlon to malung it illegal to 
watch digital television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
promote the d i ~ t a l  television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Smcerely, 

Jeff Johnson 

1 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chamnan Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSlMILE 

Dear Charman Powell. 

As a consumer of broadcast televlsion, electrow$ and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulahon would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transtion relies on convincing consumers ofthe benefits of switchmg to and 
buying digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resalution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hnder the transition by malang us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable 

In addibon, 1 am very concerned about the far-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipent of content - I can modify, create, and 
pmcipate. I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movle; send an emad clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to mgital televlsion does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flexible, and excihng, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A pettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense wth  all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Forster 
3695 Woolsey Road 
Windsor, CA 95492 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoptlon of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital telension transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l be far more palatable to  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the M P A A  and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record T V  to  watch later; d i p  a small piece of T V  and splice i t  into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game to  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier N 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas L. Bloomquist 
5951 Vis ta  Loop 
San Jose, CA 95124 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." i am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumen of the benefits of switching to  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living rwm.  Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

in  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; dip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
fnend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enloy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Keith Robitaille 
50 Pierce Street Unit 64 
Plainnlle, CT 06062 



Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digtal televismn equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to  me as a consumer if swtching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buylng new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living mom. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With todaqs 
technology, I can be more than a passlve recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier N 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Koester 
2378 Sarthe Ct. 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Mchael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washngton, DC 20554 

VIA FACSlMILE 

Dear Charman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag I' I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enJoy television. 

The digital television tranation relies on convincing consumers ofthe benefits of switching to and 
buying d~gital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable 

In addbon, 1 am very concerned about the far-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipent of content - 1 can mod@, create, and 
participate. I can record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an email clip of my chlds  football game to a distant relat~ve; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equpment7 A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electrolucs and computer equipment. As a cihzen and consumer of broadcast television, 1 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Andrey Pavlov 
1857 1 Warren Ave 
Inrine, CA 92612 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer o f  broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict t he  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of t he  benefits of switching to  
and buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to  me  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discarding m y  existing home network, buying new high- 
resolution displays, and finding room for yet another device in m y  living room. Please do not 
allow the  MPAA and its allies to  hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be more  than a passive recipient of content -- I c a n  modify, create, 
and participate. I c a n  record TV to  watch later; clip a small piece o f w a n d  splice it into a 
home movie; send an email clip of m y  child's football game to a distant relative; or record a 
TV program onto a DVD and play it at m y  friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems 
designed to  remove this control and flexibility that  I enjoy. 

If the move to  digital television does not make the  public'sviewing experience more 
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me  t o  dlspense with a l l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of 
broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Welch 
9 Cygnet Street, Level 1 
Brighton, MA 02135 



Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chrman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast telewsion, electromcs, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television bansition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transition wll be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if switching doesn't mean d i s c h n g  my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
display% and finding room for yet another demce in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by malang us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addibon, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipent of content - I can modify, create, and 
participate. I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing expenence more enjoyable, 
flexible, and excitmg, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Samson 
2604 SW 100th St 
Seattle, WA98146 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discardlng my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies t o  hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. WLh today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast telension, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Waiton 
4519 Parkwood Square 
Niceville, FL 32578 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I a m  gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of t h e  benefits of switching t o  
and buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discarding m y  existing home network, buying new high- 
resolution displays, and finding room for yet another device in m y  living room. Please do not 
allow the  MPAA and its allies to  hinder the  transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices that  are more  expensive and lessvaiuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about the  fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be more  than a passive recipient of content -- I c a n  modify, create, 
and participate. I ca,n record TV to watch later; clip a small piece o f  TV and splice i t  into a 
home movie; send an emall clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a 
TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  m y  friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems 
designed to  remove this control and flexibility that  I enjoy. 

If the move to  digital television does not make the  public's viewing experience more 
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for m e  t o  dispense wlth a l l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you to  promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Osborn 
739 N High St 
Columbus, OH 43215 


